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THE Ac a RI I FICE OF, ABRAHAM. 


of events, to meet this awful nec bes. b With roms 
ness; and that his faith was 80 

perfected, by divine communications, that, u 
vithstanding the pc ald g2le betwe 

-he d did perfo | 
5. By reviewing. carefully, the 


11 e may, I think, effect this obj ect, | 


yay from this account some of 
difficulties wt 
doubtless have felt, in a gr 
for we must Dave 0 ) of 
there is, upon the face 
ing to humenity, a 
ly aroused and engaged 
cannot, at once, cahlnly and 5 — 5 either con- 
template or believe it. It is enough to hear the 
heart-rending command, —and to accompany the h 
aged father from the paternal mansion througb 
his agonizing journey to the mount of sacrifice. 

But when we come to that trying that touch- 

iutz that but I forbear a description of the ef- 
fects of that question of the youthfal, innocent 
Isaac, which he addressed to his father —uncon- I 
scious of heaven's command—or of his father's} 
duty—at that dreadful moment when the altar | 
was ready and waiting its victim Behold the 
fire and the wood; but where is the Lamb for a 
burnt offering? — And when we behold the 
hand of the father, armed and raiged—in the ve- 
ry act of striking deep into the open bosom of his | as 
only son —is it not enough to induce us to close 
the sacred volume and to turn from it with 
amazement and horror ? - 

In the hope, then, of presenting this transaction 
in a better and more rational point of view, we 
solicit you to go with us, back to the land of Ur, 
Abraham's native country, and from thence ac- 
company him, along his interesting and extraor- 
dinary journey, till we come with together 
with Isaac, up to the summit of Mount Moriah. 

Whatever may have been the cause. fin it 311 
not to our present purpose to define it) 
Abraham was marked out and peculiarly distin- 
guished by the most high. Soon after the dis- 
persion of those who were united in erecting the 
tower of Babel, the Lord thus addresses Abram, 
who at this time was dwelling in Ur, the land of 
his nativity. . © Get thee out of thy country, and 
from thy k dred, and fr thy father's house, in- 
to a land that 1 will ghew thee. And I will 
make of thee a great nation, and | will bless thee, 


er or less d 


and 


= | Sarai his wife. 
customs of the cou 


ch rest upon it, and which we all Pl 


that — abu has recours 
| prevarication, and directs ber to say, — is his 


{pl King ASAT bless them th: 


him that curseth thee—And in mae, 


pa? Unto * seed will I give this land. And 


at lh" ul 2 and called on the name of the 


thence | to-a mountain on 
he 


near 
to notice the conduct of Abram with re 
1 th. with the habit and 
was 


PE bor at hi court 
urse to a species of 


sister. An ingenious and 1 au- 
Le has e © where lay th Fo 0 K iu Ms air f 


and has answered the question as follows; much 
more upon the polished ptians than upon 
im. Abraham was a stranger; he was juatly 
RG of the licentious conduct of a peo- 
= of whom, no doubt, he had heard very unfa- 
vorable accounts; and the event shewed that his 
fears were not 'groundless. And besides, we 
my not consider a shepherd patriarch, in the 
lights of n romantic Arcadian swain, nor in that of 
-brained knight-errant, who confronts dan- 
er, and only wishes for ten thousand lives that 

e may risk them for the defence of his Dulginea ; 

not that I think the conduct of Abraham 

blameless in the present case; I only wish to see 
the fault of the and good man considered 
an exaggeration. of prudence. Let the venera- 

ble shepherd, therofors, who had not learned the 
widen par gan n to the manners of a court, 


bo judged dged with DES. and candor. Let — 
er vie 


with w 

ty, he 

more compassi pious 

sion for Laden, his conduct towards de of 
Salem with respect to the plunder, and the 
laration, and offer he made to Lot. In wha 
idyl or eclogue will you ol anything more 


beautifully sim 
JP, of wo ö *, under the 


his bc reception 
tree of Mamre ?* 

Wo will not ere a further vindication of 
this of Abram's ae. it to say, 
that in 828 thereofhe ad to depart from 

— and Pharaob 2 nded his men con- 
cerning him, and 440 away, and his 
wife 2 all that he be re- 


turns to Bethel. Lot bl obo accompanied 


26 


Abram in his journeyings from the land of Ur. 
together with all their fl — d tenis 
ir pos- 


But so increased was their substance, as their pos 
sessions are collectively called; Mist h land was 


not able to bear them, and they could not, there- 
fore, dwell any longer together added to this, a 
8trifÞ arose between the herdmen of each, which 
increased the —— immediately pro- 
duced a separation. e cannot over this 
5 of Abram's conduct without paying the tri- 
ate which is so justly due to his magnanimity. 
We should do injustice too to the story, were 
we to attempt to alter the language of A ram to 
Lot upon this interesting occasion. And Abram 
said unto Lot, Let there be no striſe, I pray thee, 
between me-and thee; and between my herdmen 
and wy herdmen, for we are brethren.“ Is not 
the whole land before thee? separate thyself 1 
ray thee, from me; if thou wilt take the teft. 
nd, then will I go to the right; or if thou de- 
part io the right hand, then will T go to the left.” 
O! who will not admire,” gays an elegant writer, 
© the spirit of Abram! Although the elder, he 
thougli it no 1 5 to yield, and by his sub- 
nijsson, proved his tness of mind. As the 
younger, it was the duty of Lot to have stooped; 
as the superior, Abram might have commanded. 
But nc—his language is, We are. brethren !? 
Lovely spirit of pure and undefi'ed religion! how: 
it foeters the charities of human life! how it soothes 
the turbulence of passion! how i promotes the 
peace of society! It quenches the spark that 
was just bursting into a conflagration. It unites 
more closely the Knot that was unfolding—Tt 
knits together the link that was breaking It ex- 
tinguishes the torch of war, and banishes conten- 
tion from the domestic circle, We now leave Lot 
journeying towards the east, to fix his habitation 
in the cities of the plain. Abram's0jours for a 
time in the land of Canaan, and here the Lord 
renews his promise unto him, that his seed should 
become as the dust of the earth, so that if a man 
can number the dust of the earth, then shall his 
seed also be numbered;— Abram again removes 
and journies tothe plains of Mamre' which is in 
Hebron, and erects an altar unto the Lord,—The 
course of events is now interrupted by war. We 
suddenly behold Abram buckling on bis armor, 
arming and training his numerous retinue of ser- 
vants, and preparing for a conflict. It is not ne- 
cessury to our hm pers, that we should stop here 
and notice partieularly all the *pomp and circum- 
stance ? of this war. It will be sufficient to say, 
generally, that the neighboring kings ſormed an 
alliance, and made war upon the cities of the 


plain, where Lot dwelt; and that Lot, with all 
is goods, were taken, and carried away captive, 


by the victorious army. And then came one 
who had escaped, and told Abram the unfortu- 
nate situation of his kinsman. It was upon this 
exigenęy, that Abram became a soldier, and, to- 
gether with his three hundred and eighteen ser- 
vants, pursues and overtakes the triumpbant ar- 


my—rescues Lot from captivity, and brings him, 


together with all his goods, back to' Sodom. On 


his return, he is met by that extraordinary person- 
age, Melchivedec, king of Salem and. priest of 
e 


most high God—who blessed him, and said, 


© blessed' be Abram of the most high God, pos- 


sessor of heaven and earth.— Aſter these thin 


the Lord appears to him in a vision. —Isaac is 


l Ms the Almighty 
fore me and be thou perſect—and I will make 


thy name any more be called Ab 
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numerous as thestgre—and, + A ved the 
Lord; and it was counted to bim ſor nghteous- 
ness.“ 


The history is continued by a detail of domes- 
tio cireumstances, which we shall pass over, un- 
til we find the patriarch arrived up to his ninety 
when the Lord again appeared to 

ichty God; walk be- 


my covenant between me and thee, and will 
multiply thee exceedingly, — And Abram fell on 


7 : 1 


bis face, and God talked with him, saying, As for 
me, behold my covenant is with thee, and thau 


5 

schalt be the father of many nations, neither chal 
| D, but ih) 
name shall be Abraham, for a father ofr na- 
tions have I made thee. The covenant ofcircum- 
eision is established, and the promise of a son re- 
newed: After these things, as Abrahama nt in his 
tent door in the plains. of Mamre, the Lord again 
appeared to him. The promise of a son is reit- 
erated. He is also fore warned of the approach- 
ing destruetion of Sodom and Gomorrah. He in- 
tercedes for the cities, and pleads with the Most 
High that they ma 12 ared, if, perad venture, a 
few righteous should be found therein. Abrabam 
again removes und journies into the South coun- 
try, and  £0journs in Gerar. re it was that 
Abrabam and Serai wimessed the accompligh- 
ment, in the birth of Isaac, of that promise, which 
with one, had heen a matter of doubt, and with 
the other, of derision. 
In consequence of a coyenant made between 
Abimelech, the king, and Abraham, this place is 
afterwards called Beer-Sheba; that is, the well of 
the outh. And,“ as the history adds, * Abraham 
planted a grove in Beer-Sheba, | 


„ 


We bave now accompani 


| ed.the venerable old 
man from the time. of his departure out of his na- 
tive land; have seen him in the various and sin- 
gular situations in which his heavenly conductor 
saw fit to place him; and now hehold bim seitlin 
down in peace and tranquillity in the grove of 
Beer-Sheba; ihe happiness of the domestic 
sanctuary completed, in the outer court by all 
the charms of nature, and in the inner, by the 
company of the child of promise, and enjoying 
in full fruition, - 

© All the pleasures of the social bower.— 


- Here too, doubtless, was manifested the true 
spirit of devotion, contemplating the apprgpriate- 
ness of the place; for 

© Groves were Gods? first temples," 


and associating with it the devotional charac- 
ter and habits of him, who, after being directed 
and attended through a long journey, by the King 
Eternal, is now permitted to tarry and rest under 
its shade, we can with the mind's eye, see the sacred 
incense go forth from the heart of the devout and 
confiding patriarch, and can see it as it ascends to 
the upper skies, gar and acceptable, even to the 
throne of God. —Yes, T | 


* 


promised, and also that His seed should be as 


N la the darkliog wood, 

Amidst the cool and silence, he knelt down 

And offered to the Mightiest, solemn thanks 

And supplication. © * 
Most gladly would we leave him in his sacred 
retreat io enjoy, during the remnant.of his days on 
earth, all the, pleasu "of: thi 1ctuary, 


heightened, and ; 


: 
9 
4 
* 
* 


genuineness of its character, and if perf 


Oo, 
agreeably to the divine command, is to crown him 
with that high and exalted appellation, , br 1 
ther of the faithful, Spade 42 

We will hear this trying tequisition— And it 


. - 


> to pass after these things, that God did 
Mt,” Or, to use a better, and we are inforined, a 
rect rendering try exquisitely, and said 
Take no thine qnly son Isaac, whom 
thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah, 
and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one 
of the mountains which I shall tell thee. of.“ ; 

*What a command was this! says an excellent 
writer. To select one from a numerous ny 
would be acruel effort. Let the mother loo 
round upon her children, when they are assembleil 
before her like a flock, and say, which she could 
spare from among them.“ But the demand is, take 
thine only son, —in whom the life of both pa- 
rents is bound up. To part with an only child for 
a season opens the fountain of a mother's tears, 
and adds to the grey hairs of his father. To lose 
him by death is to cause them to go bitterly in the 
anguish of their souls all their days— what 
it to offer an only son as a sacrifice, and to 
be himself the priest wao should plunge the knife 
into his bosom? But he obeys—obeys without a 
murmur.” | 

He rises early in the morning, and accompanied 

by Isaac and his servants, proceeds on his way 
to the land of Moriah. 'To describe the feelings 
of the patriarch, while pursuing his course to- 
wards that mountain, on whose awful summit 
Heaven's requisition was to be answered, is wholly 
beyond my powers—my imagination and feelings 
can indeed picture, in some degree the agitations 
of the father's bosom—but lan 
fire of the poet, has, however, lit upon this affect- 
ing scene, and with him we can, With the mind's 


eye, see | 

—— Sarah stand, 
Watching the steps of Abraham and her child 
Along the dewy sides of the far hills, 
And N her sunny boy faiat not. 
Would she have watched their path 80 silently, 
If b known that he was going up, 
Even is fair hair*d beauty, to be slain 
AS. white lamb for gaorifice ? Thoy trod 

Together onward, patriarch and child; 

The bright sun throwing back the old man's shade 
In straight and fair proportions, as of one 
— 1 were in He stood ap, 

ven in his vigorous stre , and like a tree 
ond ia Lebanon, his frame. beat nat ; - 
is thin white hairs had yielded to the wind, 
And left his brow uncovered; and .his face 
Improssed with the stern majesty of grief, 
Nerved to a'salemn duty, now stood forth 
Like a rent. rock, submissive, yet sublime.“ 


Arrived at the awful summit, 


© He rose up and laid 
tore e and ep quick f h 
stood a moment, and a deep quick flus 
Fassed o'er his countenance ; and thon he nerved 
is spirit a bitter strength, and spoke 
y only son.“ The boy look'd up, 
m tura'd his face away and wept. 
lamb, my father ???- Oh the tones, 
axmausic of a child! 


* 


fails ane. The Pass, 


His lov'd, his beautiful) his only son 

And lifted up his arm, and called on G. 

And. lo! God's angel staid him,—and he 

Upon his face and wept .? 
(To be continued.) 


dan 


3 bet 1k" 1 pI | 
Many conjectures os have been indulged concern- 
ing the meani wrt 0. called The Reve- 
lation of St. John.“ Volumes have been written 
to explain this book — but it 8tll remains involved 
in deep obscurity. There are three things doubt- 
ſul vonceruing this piece of writing. First Who 
wrote it? Second Where was it written? And, 

ird What was the meaning of the writer? We 
are cofident that in this age of the world, we are 
not 1 uoqua with ancient literature 
and Ee lagories, to gain any positive under- 
standing of this language. It is true that some 


- | of the language employed by the Revelator, har- 


monizes with other scripture language; this, we 
think, we understand 1 A whack he has 
written, is unlike anything else penned in the Bible, 
and we confess our entire ignorance concerning 


its meaning. 
There are several things which poop do not 
daly observe when ng this , that are 


essential, and serve to remove that horror which 
some of its lan is calculated to excite in 
fearful hearts. 'The impropriety of referring the 
woes, here denounced, to a future world for ful- 
filment, is maniſest, from'the following testimony, 
which begins the book. The 1: which 
commences this book is remarkable. Here it is. 
The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
unto him, to show unto his servants things which 
must 8hortly come to pass.“ By this, we are told, 
plainly, what the object of this revelation was; it 
was to show, to the servants of Christ, things which 
were 8shortly to come to pass. As this Revelation 
was given nearly eighteen hundred years ago, to 
show to men things, which were then, shortly to 
come to pass; have we a right to say, it was de- 
signed to reveal things which are not to come to 
s, until some distant period in the future world 
shall arrive? Can we be justified in taking such 
liberties with this author's words? The question 
demands attention. 5 | 

Tne third verse which immediately follows the 
above quotation reads as follows— Blessed is he 
that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and -keep those things which are 
written therein: for the time is at Rand. Does 
this language convey the idea that the time of the 
falfilment of this prophecy was to be delayed 
until ages had passed away? We should notice 
that this language commences the book; and 
seems placed at the commencement on purpose 
to us against an error, the error of carrying 
the fulfilment of the prophecy forward, into a dis- 
tant futurity. The revelator uses great caution 
on this subject; before he puts forth the pro- 
phecy, he gives the warning that what he was 
about to relate was * Short to be done'—that * the 
time, when it was to be shed, was at 
hand. This is the way he commenced the book. 
Let us how see how he concluded it. | 

After having gone through with his vision or 
prophecy ; he, in conclusion, again, repeats the 
caution with which he commenced, urging it with 
increased force on the attention of those whom it 


concerned. We now go to the last chapter, to 
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find this caution. The Gth-yerse reads as follows 
— These sayings ore fe and true; and the 
Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel, to 
show unto his servants the things which must 
SHORTLY be done.“ This language is almost 
precisely like that of the first verse of the Ist 
chapter. Let us here pause; and reflect on the 
question— Have we a right to say that things 
which were to be one, eighteen hundred 

ears ago, are not yet ne? In the next verse, 

ver. 7.) we read Behold I come quickly: bless- 
ed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy 
of this book.” 24 verse 10, we read—* And he 
gaith unto me, Seal not the sayings of the pro- 
phecy of this book for the time is at hand.“ In 
ver. 12— Behold, I come quickly ; and my re- 
ward is with me, to give to every man according 
as his work sball be. In the last verse, but one, 
it is written, He which testifieth these things saith, 
Surely I come quickly; Amen.“ Thus begins 
and ends this book. Why was such language 
employed? Why is it so repeatedly said I 
come quickly'—* time is at — These 
things must shorty be done? No other good 
reason can be given why such language was em- 
ployed at the beginning and ending of this book, 
than that it was designed to prevent the people 
whom it concerned, —— looking far ſorward for 
its fulfilment. 

These remarks, we think, will show the reader 
the impropriety of supposing the woes which 
are so plentifully denounced in the Apocalypse, 
are delayed for man to realize in some future 
world. If we were told that the cholera, which 
is now desolating the eastern continent will quick- 
ly be here that the time of its coming is at hand 
that it must 8khortly arrive could we suppose 
that the one who should give this information, 
and who should go on to describe the awful de- 
vastation and distress which that pestilence would 
bring on America, could we suppose that he in- 
tended that eighteen hundred years should 
before his prediction should be fulfilled? No— 
we do not thus understand the force of language. 
Then observe that about as many years have 
passed since the Revelator wrote his book—in 
which he predicts certain events—but said, they 
are shortly to be done; &c. | 

Let us com this with other bible lan- 
guage. We will turn to the book of Daniel, 12th 
chapter. Daniel was favored with a vision, some- 
what like John's on the isle of Patmos. But af- 
ter the vision revealed to him all for which it 
was intended, he received this command; *O 
Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the boo 
even to the time of the end.“ The end of what? 
The end, or accomplishment of the things predict- 
ed in the vision or prophecy. Some instruc- 
tions were given to let Daniel know how long it 
would be, before the end would come. He is 
not told that the end will come quickly—that it 
is at hand—and that the things predicted in the 
words which he was to shut up, and the book 
which he was to seal, were ghortly to be done. 
But his being commended to shut upthe words and 
seal the book until the end, conveys the idea that 
the predirtions contained in those words and in 
that book were not shortly to be done. By look- 
ing at the last verse of the chapter, we shall per- 
ceive that Daniel was given to understand that 
he would die before the end would come. This 


is the last verse. But go thou thy way till the end 


be; ſor thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the 
end of the days.“ By bis resting, his death is 
meant; and by his standing in his lot at the end 
of the duys, is meant his being numbered among 
the prophets, who foretold. the things which were 
to occur when the end came. It is allowed on 
all hands that this 1 of Daniel related to 
the destruction of Jerusalem. In fact, in the 
xxiv of Matthew when describing the circum- 
stances attending the destruction of Jerusalem, 
our Lord alludes to this prophecy of Daniel 
quoting what Daniel had spoken. We wish, 
now to have it distinctly noticed, that only about 
8x hundred years intervened between the time of 
DaniePs receiving his vision and the time of its 
fulfilment, the destruction of Jerusalem; but be- 
cause 80 long time was to intervene he was 
commanded to shut up the words, and seal the 
R 
thus not the sdyings 0 pro y © 
this book.“ Why? N is given For 
the time is at hand.“ (Rev. xxii, 10.) We see 
now why Daniel Was commanded to seal his 
book; because the time was not at hand, six hun- 
dred years were to pass before the time came. 
We now ask, and hope our question will not be 
hastily passed over; If six hundred years were 
to have passed before John's revelation was to 
have been fulfilled, would he not haye been 
commanded, as Daniel was, to seal his book? 
Between our day and the time that John's book 
was written, nearly three times six hundred years 
have passed, and still we have those among us 
who think his. N is not yet fulfilled. 
When our Lord foretold his coming to destroy 
Jerusalem, he said that that generation should 
not pass, till all was fulfilled—that there were 
some then living who should not die, till they 
saw him coming in his kingdom. Mat. xvi. 28— 
xxiv. 34. When he speaks to the Revelator, about 
coming to execute the work which he predicts— 
he 8ays—* Behold I come quickly'—* the time is 
at hand it must shortly come to pass. He does 
not talk about generations, or the life of man, to 
express the time of his coming but now the 
word is quickly shortly,“ &c. Do these 
phrases mean a duration of eighteen hundred 
years ?—On the night previous to our Lord's cru- 
cifixion—he, knowing that Judas was to betray 
him, said to Judas That thou doest do quickly.* 
John xiii. 27. Here we have another instance in 
which our Lord uses the word quickly.“ Did 
he mean to tell Judas That thou dogst, be hun- 
dreds of years in doing? If so, Judas,gt is pre- 


k, sumed, did not understand him—for what he did, 


he did in less than twenty-four hours. 

We think these remarks will convince the can- 
did, that it is improper to refer the woes pro- 
nounced in the apocalypse to another world for 
fulfilment. | | _ B. w. 


ADVICE SOLICITED. | 

We are sorry to be compelled to say that much 
unfairness has been resorted to, in order to awe 
the minds of the young into submission to the 
restraints which have been impoged by the ig 


norant. We say, by the for those who 
have examined the human mind attentively, very 
well know that they cannot prevent its being ex- 
ercised freely upon the great subject of veligion. 
The mind will be honest and inquisitive even 
though the body be compelled to wear 


of. hypocrisy, or drag out its existence in the 
drudgery of popular error. The ſollowin — 
faithfully describes the condition of not a few, in 
this land of civil and religious freedom ; and we 
do not feel at liberty to withhold it from our 
readers. * | 


To THE EDITORS OF THE UNIVERSALIFT. 


GENTLEMEN :—I am the third daughter of reli- 
gious nts, and have now attained to that time 
of life when much depends upon the favorable 
opinion of the world. My edueation is suifficient- 
ly good to authorize the hope that I shall be able 
to pass through the active scenes of life with 
credit to myself, and without disgracing my con- 
nexions. My parents are somewhat rigid in their 
religious views and rig but being unusually 
indulgent towards their children, they would not 
seriously object to my following my own inclina- 
tion in the selection of a place of worship, were 
it not for their extreme unwillingness to see me 
di in the estimation of my associates. 
But my eldest sister, for some reason or other, 
has become of late very strongly attached to the 
doctrine of endless misery ; and has more than 
once given me to understand, that it would be 
exceedingly impolitic, in a young lady like me, to 
be seen in a eg nga of Universalists. It 
has been in vain that I have told her that the so- 
ciety of that denomination' in the place where 1 
reside has its full share of respectability, and that 
it is beyond my. comprehension how any dis- 
grace can attach to the honest opinions of any 
class of proſessing christians; for all my argu- 
ments and e ulations are met, and silenced, by 
a repetition of the old story about the bad policy of 
acting according to the dictates of my own feel- 
ings. Seeing in your first three numbers, which 
I have taken some little pains to obtain and 
peruse, that you are disposed to assist your read- 
ers in their efforts to be free and happy; and 
finding that the mildness of your manner of com- 
municating your thoughts has gained the silent 
approbation of my parents, and other relatives; 
I have been emboldened to give this imperfect 
account of myself, with the hope that any hints 
you may throw out will be of some service to my 
friends, and to the cause of our blessed Lord and 
Master. ADELIA. 


We confess that the case of our young friend is 
not without its difficulties. When either 9 
or a love of popularity becomes blended wi 
parental solicitude, or enters into the tender re- 
gard of a sister, or of any other near and respect- 
ed friend, it is hard to run the risk of wounding 
affectionate hearts by following the dictates of 


either judgment or inclination. Were restraints 
like those alluded to, im by persons less in- 
terested in the welfare of their child or friend, the 
case would be widely different. It might, in this 
latter instance, be thrown off by one effort of an 
independent and liberal mind. As it is, there 
seems to be but one alternative. Our corres- 
pondent must derive what comfort she can from 
the reflection that she is not the only one afflict- 
ed in the way described ; and wait, patiently, for 
the desired improvement in the — affairs 
of mankind, which time will soon bring about; 
when ehristians of all denominations shall con- 
cur in the sentiment, that a difference in opinion 
does not necessarily imply a destitution of respec- 


tability ; and that sincerity of heart, and in u- 
ousness of behaviour, ought at least to entitle the 
young to our affectionate consideration. 

p L. S. E. 


GOOD WORKS — ITABLE UNTO 

Why is it that people have come to the conelu- 
sion that religion and morality are two separate 
things? How does it happen thut good works are 
80 lightly esteemed, and certain strange. opera- 
tions of the mind so greatly overrated? These 
things can be accounted for in no other way than 
by supposing that religious teachers have fallen 
into an error in saying, that, at the final adjudica- 
tion of our affairs, good works will be ed 
as of no value, and that mankind will be saved 
only on account of their faith and supernatural ex- 
periences. And this error is but the offspring of 
another ;—that is, the idea that rewards and pun- 
ishments are to be reserved for another world, and 
that our eternal interests are in some way suspen- 
ded upon conditions. 

Let us suppose now, for the sake of the argu- 
ment, that the law of God as contained in the 
scriptures, comprehends those rules which are 
best calculated to guide mankind to happiness, 
and that a strict observance of them will enable 
us to obtain it. What, in this case, shall we regard 
as being the natural eonsequeuce of obedience to 
that law? Happiness—neither more nor less than 
happiness. For, observe ; those rules are all at 
agreement with the nature and fitness of things, and 
are perfectly adapted to the respective conditions 
and- wants of mankind. And the very object of 
the maker of this law was the promotion of our 
happiness. 'This being his object, and this the 
design of the law, it is easy to discover that good 
works (hy which we mean actions in conformity 
to the requirements of the law) are always profi- 
table unto men. | 

This is the plain sentiment of the scriptures 
upon the subject. What doth the Lord require 
of thee, but to do justly, to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God?“ Fear God, and 
keep his commandments—this is the whole duty 
of man.“ And as respects the reward of doing 
well, there can be no doubt on that subject; for 
we are explicitly told that every man shall be re- 
warded according to his deeils.” 

That we may obtain a clear and satisfactory 
view of this subject, let your attention be directed 
to several particulars—and first to the fact just 
stated, vix. that every moral being twill be ade 
n acts of obedience to the law 
0 

It is so ordered, in the moral government of 
God, that a person cannot be deprived of a con- 
sciousness of having done well, when he has 
done all in his power to promote the well being 
of those around him. If sensible of anything, he 
is 8ensible of the fact that he has discharged a 
good conscience towards God and man. And is 
it to be supposed that, with this sense of the integ- 
rity of his and the ——_—_— of his in- 
tentions, he can feel self- condemned; or imagine 
that a curse attends him in consequence of his 
having done his mm ? 

No such thing. He feels assured of the approv- 
al of Heaven, and may defy the world to deprive 
him of his reward. He carries his recompense of 


reward in his own bogom, and you cannot take it 


30 


from him. He is blesged—amply compensated 
for all the pains he has tnken to merit theapproha- 
tion of his conscience and he knows it. 

And it is not unfrequently the case, that the 
world smiles approvingly upon the upright man. 
He inay be neglected for a season, but sooner br 
later his worth will be discovered, appreciated, 
and acknowledged. I was young, but now I am 
old,” said the Psalmist; yet have I not seen the 
righteous forsaken, nor his' children begging 
bread.” 2 

But if this be the true statement of the cave; 
how does it happen that a just man, a good hus- 
band, a kind parent, may not go boldly up to the 
throne of God, and after expressing his thanks 
that he is not like other men, demand justifleation 
and the felicities of heaven, as his lawtul and well- 
merited compensation? 

For this, and for no other reagon—because ke 
has been paid already for every good deed of his life. 
In keeping the commandments there is a great 
reward. In complying with the requirements of 
the law, he was, in fact, only laboring for his own 
good for the promotion of his own happiness. 
And the reason why he may not expect a future 
reward, is, the compensation already received was 
_ to his merits, and exactly proportionate to 
them. 

This, therefore, seems to be the only conclusion 
we can arrive at. Since God has commanded us 
to do good, and not evil, and has promised, for our 
encouragement, that he will reward us according 
to our deserts; and has given us reason, and a 
eqnsciousness of the nature of our actions, we 
may humbly approach his merey-saat with a cat- 
alogue of our good deeds, and ask his approval, 
and a fulfilment of his promise. 

But here we draw a line of distinction between 
present re wards, and future salvation. The good 
man may claim his reward; he may plead with 
high Heaven the disinterestedness of his motives ; 
he may recount his efforts in behalf of his fellow 
creatures; and if he has not received an adequate 
compensation he may lawfully expect that it will 
be made up to him but here he ought to stop 
the rest is of grace, and of that alone. 

Now it is easy to perceive how good works are 
necessary, indispensable to our happiness, and 
still are very fur from being a means of justifica- 
tion in the sight of „which shall lay him un- 
der any obligation to confer eternal life upon us. 
And we discover that the very reason why we 
may not expect a reward in another world, is, we 
are amply compensated in this. | | 

And now we are prepared to correct an error, 
which stands intimately connected with the pop- 
ular understanding upon the subject under con- 
sideration. It has been thought exceedingly 

dangerous to place much reliance upon what are 
called deeds of the law—why? It is replied, 
— For as many as are of the works of the law 
are under the curse.“ Therefore, by the deeds 
of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight.“ Rom. iii. 20. e | 

Here we may 1astitute the inquiry—what did 

the apostle mean by © being of the works of the 
law?“ Answer—placing the hope of heaven upon 


creature merit. hat next? All who do so are 
cursed, i. e, condemned. How so? Is there 
any excuse for subjecting an individual to the 
evil of condemnation ſor doing as God has com- 


ſestly unjust. Why, then, is a man gubje 
tho curve, for being under the Jaw ? of in oth 
wortls, why is he condemnet for making the 
deeds of the law a ground of justiflention? Becau 

— Curved is one that conti not in ull 
e eee book of the law to 


Now from this we learn that a poroon is. not 
condemned for doing the deeds of the law, but 
for not doing them. Tbe plain truth is, if we 
open an account with the Almighty, and kee 
debt and credit with him, we s0on find that his 
fayors—his earthly favors, I mean— over-balance 
ail our good deeds, and leave us bankrupt. Ad- 
mitting that we serve him to the extent of.our 
ability, we still have the mortification of finiling 
that we have not conferred a single favor upon 
him—that we have not laid him under the least 
obligation to us. For while we have been en- 
d in performing the deeds of the law, we 
ave all along been feasting upon the bounties of 
his goodness, And we cannot do less than ac- 
knowledge, that, during the whole time, we have 
been intent upon the promotion of our own hap- 
piness that our own good, rather than his glory, 
has ever been the object of our pursuit. 

Now, 1 contend, that, as far as earthly rewards 
are concerned, a man is justified by the deeds of 
the law; and this doctrine is sustained by not a 
few plain declarations. of the inspired writers, 
Speaking of the time when the kingdom of God 
should be established on earth, dur Lord himself 
declared, to his disciples, By thy words shalt 
thou be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be 
condemned.“ The Publican who smote upon his 
breast and cried, * God be merciful to me a Sinner, 
went down to his house justified. Paul express- 


ly declares, Rom. ii. 13, that the doers of the law 


shall be justified.“ And James raises the inqui 
— But wilt thou know, O, vain man, that fai 
without works is dead? Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works, when he had offered 
Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how 
faith wrought with his works, and by works was 
faith made perfect ?? 

But it should always be borne in mind, that this 
justification is confined entirely to present con» 
cerns, If bestowed or enjoyed at all, it is bestow- 
ed and enjoyed here on earth. And as obedience 
to the law is but a conformity of our thoughts, 
words, and actions, to the reason and fitness of 
moral things, any human being having a con- 
sciousness of what he has done, or inteuds to do, 
may be sure of his reward, .” - | 

nd, on the other hand, those who'do not com- 
ply with the terms of the law, will be unavoidab] 
subjected to the condemnation of the law. They 
cannot enjoy a sense of justification, while the 
fact of their having disobeyed the command of 
God is present to their understanding. And for 
this reason it is said Cursed is every one that 
continueth not in all things which are written in 
the law to do them.” And his condemnation is 
exactly proportionate to the number of his fauhs, 
and the amount of his guilt, and will be continu- 
ed until his sins shall be taken away, s. L. E. 


. — — 
HELLOLOGY, ANCIENT AND MODERN. 

While 3 a ſew days since the sixth 
Book of Virgil's Zneid, we were forcibly struck 


manded him to do? No—=that would be mani- 


with this heathen Poet's description of the Infer · 


F 


3t 
heathen fable, and we rejoice that our brethren. 


* 


— — it; it tells us of the march, the on- 
ward mareh : 


rch of truth and knowledge. 
4, In Pollock's Course of Time? we find the 


brief desoription of his burning lake. 


f. 


75 


the Speaking of the damned, he says: 


Noet op — art cl 
es a 8 
W n u. vi. 126—127. 
The path to hell is sure an easy way, 
And Pluto's gate is open night and day. 
This agrees exactly with the declarations of mod- 
ern divines, who are continually telling the sinner 
that the way to eternal death is ensy, and that the 
Devil is ready and w night and day to re- 
ceive them: *ſacilis. us. averno est is the 


* 


iting 
1 


C 


dustant theme on which they seemingly delight 
d 


to In proof of their doctrine they pervert 
the words of our Saviour, © Wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way that leadeth to destruction.“ 
This is quoted, and referred to endless misery with 
as much coufidence as if there never bad been 
any doubt on the suhject. But when they assert 
that this refers to the descent to their hell, if we 
credited their assertion, they would compel us to 
believe that these words, or the sentiment, were 
only borrowed by the Saviour; and that he was 
indebted to a heathen for them, who had deelar- 
ed the same more than a hundred years before. 


2. tum Tartarus ipse 


Bis paset in s tantum, tenditque sub umbras, 


Quantus ad aetherium coeli suspectus olympum. 
. vi. 577—979. 


Far down extond the gloomy shades. of hell— 
The distance twiee that heuven from earth may tell. 


This agrees perfectly with the old idea of hell, 
which was supposed to be, aud I believe is now 


by some supposed to be a dark, unseen place 
somewhere under the earth; a deep gulph sub 


umbras.“ This opinion is 41 by many 
other heathen a, Hesiod has the follow- 
ing: | | 

Toson enerth upo gee oon ouraros 8 KS . 


As far beneath the earth is hell, as heaven from earth. - 
Tosouton apo ges ekon diastema osson ap, 8 ge. 


The distance from earth to hell is 38 great as from heaven to 
earth. 8 a 

This testimony we think is sufficient to prove 

that the opinion is of heathen origin; and we are 


glad that so many of our friends are convinced of 


its 
fable. 
3. Continuo anditae voces, vagitus et ingens, 
Infant us anime plenses in limine primo. 
And soon the shouts are heard, and wailings dire, 
And shrieking infants swell the dreadful choir. 


by throwing up this simple and childish 


"WE 


Mise 
jiecry 


they upon the verge 
Of Erebus, a moment, pausing stood, 
And saw below, the unfathomable lake, 
Tossing with tides of dark, tempestuous wrath. 


; Course of Time, B. X. 
Virgil has it thus: - 
2 — flammis ambit · torrentibus 2 
ronantia saxa. 
artareus Phiegethon, torquegque Eu. of. 5504-551 


Here rolls the roaring, flaming tide of hell, 
And sounding rocks the foaming torrent swell. 


5. Again. Edwards in his © Discourse on the 
eternity of hell torments, says, how dismal it will 
be, when you are under these racking torments, 
to know assuredly that you never, never shall be 
delivered from them, but shall remain age upon 
age, wailing and lamenting, groaning and shnek- 
og, and gnashing your teeth.“ 


| 


ollock thus describes this terrific scene : 


A groan returned! The righteous heard the groan, 
ACE all misery, all sorrow, grief, 
All pain, all anguish, all despair, which all 
Huve suffered, or _ ſee], from first to last 
Eternity, had gathefed to one pang, 
And issued in one groan of boundicss woe! 
Course of Time, B. X. 


Now let us see how well this awful description 
of the Christian's hell accords witli Virgil's ac- 
count of the heathen Tartarus. 


Tisiphoneque sedens, palla succincta ernenta, 
Vestibulum exsomnis servat nocterque diesque. 
Hine exaudiri gemitus, et saeva sonare 
Verbera : tum stridor ferri, tracteque catene. 
Constitit Aneas, RE exteritus hausit: 
Que zeelerum facies? O Virgo, effare ; quibarve 
Urgentur poenis ? qui tautus . ad auras! 

n | Reid vi. 555—561. 
Here sits in bloody robes the fury fell 
day, ws guard the — of hell. 


= 


ng lashes rise upon the car. 
On every side the damned their fetters grate, 

And curse, mid e their wretched fate. 
Aaeas paused, and star at din, 
Tell me,“ he cried, * what mean these scenes of sin.“ 
Tell me, thou Sybil, why chese woes, these cries, 
Why this dread yell that swells along the skies ! 


Now we ask if the terrific scenes described by 
the Christian and the heathen do not in every 
respect agree? And is not as much credit to be 
given to the one as the other? Is there not 

strong reason fur supposing that the doctrine of an 
endless hell as taught in our day had its origin in 
| heathen mythology? Where there is — an 
exact agreement, such a fee ene we 
think we are justified in the conclusion that they 
are connected, that the one is derived from the 
other. We shall resume this suhject again, and 


adduce farther authority in support of our posi- 
tion. ; T. B. 7. 
| A TRA CT. 
UNVXRS4aLIs Ts Should live peaceably with, one 


er. This is particularly incumbent ou those 
who publicly the doctrine, for how shall 
they preach and enforce the doctrine of peace 
who are at war with one another? Jesus said 


to his apostles, My peace I leave with you; 
peace one with wn gs said he; = a 
of the spirit in the b ; 


and again, be at peagy 


with the preparation of the. 
There can be no eng 4 


[For the Universdlist. ] 


What soft and charming sounds are these, 
That fall so gently on the ear— 
, waſted on the kindly breeze, 
ela such delight to those who hear? 


Come these from him whose power we dread ? 
From friends whose as and frightful cries 
Disturb the slumber of the et 
And bid them to the judgment rise ? 


The heavenly visitant draws nigh, 
The inist and darkness flee away— 

Laden with blessing from on high, 
It wins attention to her lay. 


* No clouds nor terrors hang around 

Ie throne where Justice holds her seat; 
There love and righteousness abound, 

For, God is good ashe is great.” 


Oz is the voice of mercy kind, 

Borne on the gentle winds ofheaven : 
It whispers to the afflicted mind 

Of pardon sealed, and sins forgiven. 


Clad in tho-rohos of radiant light, , 
The beauteous stranger now x er 
The message yields each soul deli 

And dries the cheek bedewed with tears. 


| No angry disputation wounds 
The soul which Jesus dei 

In all her accents love abounds; 
That tove which ever shall endure. 


It tells of Nature's God, the Lor. 
Who sees us in bur Pan thrall ; 

Who formed creation. by his;word, 
And sends his grace to all. 


to cure ; 


Hail ! welcome, tho! 
Kind harbinger « some 
Be thou our champion, to deſend 
Till none thy counsel shalFrefu 


Welcome thou messenger of trutl 2 

Thy tidings soothe my abguished hear 
Thy voice divine shall guide our youth 
And cheer us when we must depart. 


univers al friend ! % 


* 
* 


AN EXTRACT. + 
War a glorious®prospect does night unſold, 
when she draws aside ber suble curtains, and dis- 
plays to the mp 
py of the 
need not wonder at wi expression of the pooky, 


5 IEVOTION ! daughter 
astronomer 


ronomy ! 
is s mad th 


ke even the most transitory 


For who.ca can 
glance of y 

evening without feeling something of that inde- 
scribable impulse which man must 
feel when casting his eyes to the nocturnal hea- 


side "by side, like two fuir 


dren. 


Comm . 


wing beauties on a fine frosty | 


ments of vanity, and 


= 


amr 5 e 
sations, who by means t- ng 
tube, and the lights of philosophy, i to ex- 
plore the u — ions of the celestial canopy 
which the 80 distinetly A. 


the wonders "of b his powers! 


—— Y 


Dro, 

In this city, on the 22d ult. Amelia Rebecca, 
aged 7 years, and Julia Maria 20 8 only 
daughters of John and Rebecca S. Dodd. 

o see these sweet lie in erm edn = | 


withered, was truly affecting; and we va'th on tho 
afflicted Parents, whose fond hearts were trans- 
pierced with sorrow's keenest arrows, demand- 
ed a most willing tribute of patty and * 
lence. | 

Dog the Lee hearth, whore of with glee, _ * Fo 

. — the lovely circle, > rm Ky 


They felt the bliss of paronts's care 
They *ve gone ;—The _—— tho vilont tomb 


Is now their durk, but 
ah whore, win 8 delight, 


From the festal 
Parental eyes morn, noon and 
Beheld the cherub sisters am ile, 


They *re gone to rest; to sleep awhile 
Where sickness, pain, nor gorrows come, 
Nor toils are „ nor - 
Yet fond remembrance holds them ati 
= 232 On 3 from 0 will— 

ill tears are w every 
And the last enemy? shall de. 


H. B. 
Sout Boston, on the 2th ult Charlotte H. 
Hale, aged 13 months, only child of Robert Hale 
and wife; on the Ist inst. John R. Pierce, aged 1 
year, only son of Stephen Pierce and wiſe. 
Ii: these Nen. the hearts of very aff o- 
tioaate ts are severely pained. Their chil- 
deaths we here record, were buds of 
much promise, and parental hearts had already 
looked forward full of expectation to the —— 
when these children should mingle in society, the 
pride of their. kindred, and the useful members of 
But all these expectations have 
withered. We commend these bereaved parents 
to the Parent of all, in his mercy may they 


| find those rivers of consolation which shall be 


equal to their day of trouble. 


Ye stricken with grief, to Jesus apply; 
The prayer of tho aMflicted be l nover deny; 
Large treasures of comfort are stored in his word, 


For relief then, ve mourners, apply to the Lord. 


From bosoms affectionate, freely regign 
The dear ones 4 to love that 's divine; 
in his who aid in hn love, 
These children 1 to my kingdom above. 
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